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NIETZSCHE TO BRANDES.

Torino, via Carlo Alberta 6,

November 20th, 1888.

Forgive me, dear Sir, for answering you on the
spot. Curious things are passing at this crisis in my
life, things which have never had their like. The day
before yesterday, again to-day. Ah! if you could only
know what I had been writing when your letter
reached me! With a cynicism which will become part
of the world's history I have now related "myself."
The book is called "Eece Homo1', and is an onslaught
on the Crucified without the ghost of a scruple; it
ends with thunderclaps and lightning flashes, that
deafen and blind, against everything that is Chris-
tian or tainted with Christianity. I am, in short,
the first psychologist of Christianity, and, old artil-
lery-man that I am, can fire heavier cannon than any
opponent of Christianity has ever before dreamed the
existence of. The whole is the prelude of "The Trans-
valuation of all Values", the work which lies ready
before me. I vow to you that in two years we shall
have the whole inhabited globe in convulsions. I am
a Destiny.

Guess who comes off the worst in "Ecce Homo."
Messieurs the Germans! I have told them awful
things. For instance, the Germans have it on their
conscience that they ruined the conception of the last
great epoch of history, the Renaissance, at a moment
when Christian values, the decadence values, were
humiliated, when these instincts in even princes of
the Church were yielding to the instincts diametrically
opposed thereto, the instincts of life.